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Food security in India

Question 1.

Discuss the role of Indian government in food security.
Answer:

The role of Indian government in food security are :

e The Government of India gave the responsibility for procuring and
stocking of foodgrains to FCl and for distribution the responsibility
is given to the Public Distribution System (PDS).

e The government is committed to announce a minimum support
price for wheat and paddy and of quantities that could not fetch
even such minimum prices in the market. The resultant stocks
were to be utilized for maintaining distribution through the PDS
and a portion of these were used to create and maintain buffer
stocks. In fact, if stocks happened to be inadequate for maintaining
a certain level of distribution through PDS, the government had to
resort to imports to honour its charge to PDS consumers. The FCI
procures foodgrains from the farmers at the government
announced Minimum Support Price (MSP).

e Farmers are provided subsidies on agriculture inputs such as



fertilizers, power and water.

e The biggest achievement of the Indian food policy, and operational
stock holding has been the avoidance of famine-like conditions.

¢ It was with the basic objective of curbing consumption and
ensuring an equitable distribution of available food supplies,
especially in the deficit areas and among the poorer strata of
society.

e The Government of India has introduced the scheme of minimum
assured price of foodgrains which are announced well before the
commencement of the crop seasons, after taking into account the
cost of production / inter-crop price parity, market prices and
other relevant factors.
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